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OZ ARTS NASHVILLE

Fairy Floss: A New Musical | Madeleine Hicks & Kara McLeland

Starring Seth Nath Green & Andrew Newton, with featured performances by Gabe Cyrus,
Blake Holliday, Emma Supica, and Cammie York

Friday, July 24 + Saturday, July 25 at 8:30PM

Deliciously sweet and abundantly heartwarming, Fairy Floss is a whimsical new musical that
reimagines the story of the creation of cotton candy as an uplifting queer romance. Utilizing her
distinctly playful theatrical style, pop-art aesthetics, and fanciful puppets, director and writer
Madeleine Hicks joins forces with songwriter and musician Kara McLeland to tell the
unauthorized, sugar-coated story of how two locals created a love for the ages. The festive new
production features an all-star cast of local theatrical talent anchored by the irresistible duo of
Seth Nathan Green and Andrew Newton in the leading roles.

The turn of the century is approaching when Nashville natives Dr. William Morrison, an uptight
dentist, and John C. Wharton, a loveable candymaker, become star-crossed lovers and unlikely
business partners with the creation of their new confectionery treat. Fairy Floss follows the
quirky pair of entrepreneurs from their humble origins in Middle Tennessee to the
groundbreaking debut of their wildly popular new treat at the St. Louis World’s Fair in 1904.
Delightfully blending local historical events with magical realism, this hilarious reimagination of
Nashville’s little-known culinary past invites audiences to collectively imagine an even sweeter
future together. It’s sure to be a gay affair to remember.



Objects in the Mirror: A Trio of New Dances
Dances by Becca Hoback, Emma Morrison, and Asia Pyron / PYDANCE
Thursday, July 23 at 8PM + Sunday, July 26 at 7PM

Three of Nashville’s most fearless choreographers debut vibrant new dances that explore
personal identity and both inward and outward reflections. With her original solo piece “This Is a
Good and a Bad Dance,” delightful performer Emma Morrison unravels the effects of time in a
performer’s body, showing contradictory moments of feeling simultaneously too young and too
old, experiencing playfulness yet confusion — only to discover that she contains it all. In her
newest solo work “Rapt,” Becca Hoback fills the stage with her riveting presence, transforming
herself from a defensive, almost predatory creature to one that is soft and free. The new work,
including an original rhythmic electronic score by Ignacio Nieto Carvajal and an operatic aria
sung by local vocalist Sangeetha Ekambaram, features stunning costume design with a
spectacular reveal at the music’s crescendo. Finally, dynamic choreographer Asia Pyron and
her star-studded PYDANCE crew close out the evening with EGO, a new collaboration with
local punk band SNOOPER. This fresh, comedic dance-theater piece unpacks the exhaustive
journey towards success undertaken by experimental artists. The incisive group piece perfectly
closes out the trio of danes, wrestling with themes of self-belief, ambition, delusion — and the
labor that it takes to make it all possible.

Common Ground
New works by DancEast, Friends Life Community, and Autumn Wegner
Saturday, July 25 at 4PM + Sunday, July 26 at 2PM

Showcasing unique and timely perspectives from the local community, Common Ground invites
audiences to celebrate a sense of joy, resilience, and belonging together. DancEast brings a
community-centered group dance piece and storytelling project “Voices in Motion: Practicing
Utopia” to the Kindling stage, asking an idyllic question: “What might become possible if we
imagined a more just and joyful America together?” The words and stories of Nashville residents
are transformed into choreographic vignettes, invoking a more expansive future through
collective action. Autumn Wegner’s “Kinder(Garten)” uncovers the playful and profound
movements of preschool students, utilizing a handful of tiny prop chairs to play games, navigate
interpersonal conflict, and explore creativity. Finally, the beloved artists of Friends Life
Community debut a new devised work inspired by the Festival’'s theme of “Utopias” that features
original movement, spoken word, photography, and a festive “Big Book” inspired by the artwork
of Paul Collins. With more than two dozen Friends’ work included alongside a host of
community collaborators, it's sure to be a stunning finale to this trio of performances that remind
us of the beautiful neighbors in the city we call home.

THE CURB CENTER AT VANDERBILT UNIVERSITY

Tea | Found Movement Group
Thursday + Friday, July 23-24 at 7PM and Saturday + Sunday, July 25-26 at 2PM & 7PM



Step into the lush world of Southern debutantes where everyone is fighting to be the most prim
and proper example of perfection. Found Movement Group uses their signature immersive
dance-theater style to cast a spell throughout The Curb Center where audiences are invited to
wander from room to room as they follow the story of Annabelle, a young girl who dreams of
throwing the perfect Southern tea party. After years of writing ornate invitations and perfecting
her place-settings, Annabelle is ready to throw her first official tea party in her mother’s stately
home. But can anything live up to the levels of society’s perfection? And is this a world that
Annabelle truly wants to be a part of? With highly theatricalized scenes, contemporary
choreography, and site-specific narrative storytelling, Found Movement Group deconstructs
Southern ideals and creates new traditions that fulfill today’s generation.

Please note: Tea. is an immersive performance with very limited audience capacity. Advanced
reservations highly recommended.

SPERO DEI CHURCH

Faith: A New Opera | Jeremy Smith & Blueprint Ensemble with Nashville in Harmony
Friday, July 24 + Saturday, July 25 at 6PM

Nashville’s newest chamber orchestra, Blueprint Ensemble, brings to life the new work of
composer and librettist Jeremy Smith with the support of beloved local choir Nashville in
Harmony. Faith tells the story of a remote fundamentalist Appalachian church where a
charismatic preacher’s obsession with power and desire leads him down a path of obsession,
manipulation, and murder. When a seductive new follower enters his congregation, the
preacher’s sermons grow more extreme, twisting scripture to serve his ambition. His devout
wife, Faith, becomes an obstacle—one he must eliminate. In a dramatic public display, Faith’s
own beliefs are challenged by her righteous husband who dares her to drink poison and prove
that God will spare her life. Blending operatic drama with southern gospel hymns and
Appalachian folk, Faith is a Southern Gothic exploration of devotion, deception, and destruction
inspired by true events.

DARKHORSE THEATER

New Play Platter | Featuring excerpts of new works by Josh Inocalla, Mike Lacy, Maya
Antoinette Riley, Saul Rodriguez, and Shea Stripling & Kyle Sahadeo
Saturday, July 25 at 8PM + Sunday, July 26 at 1PM

Some of Nashville’s boldest emerging voices serve up 10 minutes each from five new
works-in-progress, offering audiences a first taste of the plays that could define tomorrow’s
stages. The New Play Platter is your chance to sample a spoonful of what’s cooking in
Nashville’s evolving theater community, offering a smorgasbord of perspectives and exciting
plots. Featured works on the Platter include:

e An audacious family story of a Filipino-American teenager reconnecting with her
estranged father, who is now an Elvis impersonator, by Josh Inocalla



e An epic, futuristic tale of Black refugees aboard an unsanctioned Nigerian space craft by
Maya Antoinette Riley

e A romantic exploration of first loves and climate change set on a fictionalized sinking
island by Shea Stripling & Kyle Sahadeo
A fever dream imagined dialogue between Nietzsche and Dostoevsky by Mike Lacy
A movement-theater piece about outcasts working to overthrow an evil overlord by Saul
Rodriguez

Milk Makes Me Sick But My Body Needs It | Hannah Dorfman
Thursday + Friday, July 23-24 at 7:30PM

The hilarious and charming Hannah Dorfman, darling of Nashville’s indie performance scene,
combines forces with director Anne Veal for this riotous one-woman musical about a 1950s
housewife who is controlled by a machine. While you attend a party at Shelley and Stan’s
house, Shelley tumbles through her repressed emotions and memories, encountering fragments
of a broken psyche on a quest for wholeness. She wrestles with femininity, perfection,
motherhood, and sexuality — all while making you a drink. She’ll sing, dance, and chug a can of
cream of mushroom soup. If you’re lucky, Shelley will spoon yogurt into your mouth. If you're
not-so-lucky, you'll pour a gallon of cold milk over her head as she relives her darkest memory.
Part “I Love Lucy,” part “The Twilight Zone,” Milk Makes Me Sick But My Body Needs ltis a
dreamlike story of a woman'’s journey towards self-love and acceptance, complete with splendid
musical numbers and a live band.

Off the Clock: Performance Art Showcase
New works by Landry Butler, GrandmaFun, Chris Strauss, and Jennifer Whitcomb-Oliva
Saturday, July 25 at 2PM + Sunday, July 26 at 4PM

Catch some of the most experimental and daring new works in the Festival at our annual
Performance Art Showcase! This year’s selection of four bold original creations assemble
thought-provoking, tongue-in-cheek, and occasionally glittery reflections of our relationship to
business and pleasure. Spoken word and multimedia artist Landry Butler leads us through a
cheeky timeshare-inspired presentation about the coming Utopia. Dynamic mover Chris Strauss
performs a hilarious send-up to the “9 to 5” culture. Queen of experimental burlesque
GrandmaFun invites us into her Mardi Gras world where the Carnival Queen is the center of
attention, complete with a trio of Filipino string musicians. Mutli-hyphenate and all-around
legend Jennifer Whitcomb-Oliva explores the art of clowning with her rainbow-colored character
Sprinkles the Clown, unlocking a complicated history of Black circus performers and Sideshow
Attractions. The four projects together create a funhouse mirror of our contemporary moment,
making for a truly unmissable event.

30 Plays in 60 Minutes | Where House Ensemble Theater
Saturday, July 25 at 5:30PM + Sunday, July 26 at 7PM

A festival favorite returns with a fresh offering of 30 all-new, bite-sized plays, each just two
minutes long and performed in a different order each time against a racing clock. Inspired by



this year's festival theme of Utopias, Where House Ensemble Theater will dream up 30 wildly
different worlds to share in just a single hour — if they can make it in time. Always surprising, this
delightful and often hilarious event is live theater at its most exhilaratingly unpredictable and
lovably chaotic.

See You in Hell | Viola Vainglory & Kinetic Kristen

Friday, July 24 at 10PM

See You in Hell showcases the desires, appetites, and ambitions that polite society has long
labeled sinful. Inspired by the Seven Deadly Sins and the bohemian aesthetics of Cabaret de
L'Enfer of Beaux Arts Paris, this electrifying burlesque and variety arts revue lets temptation
take center stage for an evening of glamour, humor, seduction, and unapologetic
self-expression. The evening features a mix of performances utilizing pole, hoop, burlesque,
contortion, and more, with a special headlining appearance from Chicago-based “demon dandy”
Willy LaQueue. The road to hell never looked this good!

Chisme Fantasmagorico: Pool Party | Olivia Jimenez
(Outdoors in the Darkhorse Courtyard)
Saturday, July 25 between 3:30PM-5:30PM (Rain date: Sunday, July 27, afternoon)

There's no more perfect place to spend a summer day than poolside with your Tia Pantufla...
and all the ghosts in her courtyard. She's invited the whole extended family, too. All the
ancestors are coming (even the non-human ones) so you know the chisme is gonna be hot and
the dance floor is gonna get wild! Building on her interactive performance concept from last
year’s Festival, the mutli-talented and irresistibly charismatic Olivia Jimenez invites audiences to
gather together and build community with kin of all kinds: neighbors, animals, and plants alike.
Complete with kiddie pools and refreshments in the courtyard of the Darkhorse Theater.

THE BARBERSHOP THEATER

Late Stage Elisabeth | Elisabeth Donaldson
Friday, July 24 at 7PM + Saturday, July 25 at 9:30PM

One of Nashville’s most outrageous voices takes the mic to lament the inevitable process of
getting older in a world that’s coming apart at the seams. Mashing up sketch comedy and a
variety show format that includes special appearances by Crystal Healer, The Cougar, and other
internet-famous characters, the hilarious and uninhibited Elisabeth Donaldson provides her
musings on these turbulent times with her singular dramatic flare. What's more fabulous than
making a show about the end of the world? Surviving late-stage capitalism.

Kintsugi: Art of Scars | Cameron L. Mitchell with Thea Jones
Saturday, July 25 at 1PM + Sunday, July 26 at 3PM

A visually striking choreopoem that blends spoken word and movement, Kintsugi: Art of Scars
directly confronts actions of assault and abuse experienced by so many and moves to a place of



healing. Poet and performer Cameron L. Mitchell spearheads this bold new work in
collaboration with choreographer and dancer Thea Jones and a company of four vibrant women
who together tell meaningful stories of living with difficult memories, finding a voice, and
discovering the beauty amidst the emotional scars. Drawing inspiration from the centuries-old
Japanese art of mending broken pottery by highlighting the fractures, this transformative
performance piece aims to create a beautiful new memory from pieces that appeared to be
broken.

The Wreck of the Manifest Destiny | Clay Steakley
Saturday, July 25 at 4PM + Sunday, July 26 at 5:30PM

The survivors of a disastrous shipwreck find themselves between the end of one world and the
beginning of another in Clay Steakley’s evocative new epic play. Embodying mythological icons
such as Medea, Sisyphus, and Grendel, these waylaid voyagers must work together to build a
new world — one that they were previously denied — on the bodies of dead gods. Both lyrical and
grand, The Wreck of the Manifest Destiny asks us to confront the need to reaffirm and reform
our systems of belief and demonstrate how collective action can replace tyranny if we only
decide what to build in its place.

Ruined Causes | Stuffed Spider
Saturday, July 25 at 7PM

Stuffed Spider is the genre-defying project of Nashville artist Matt Parish, blending tape
samples, fractured beats, distorted guitars, synth textures, and found sound into immersive
sonic landscapes. Drawing inspiration from experimental pioneers like Pierre Schaeffer and Kid
Koala, as well as the noise, electronic, and avant-garde worlds of Boredoms and Burial, Stuffed
Spider creates music that is at once unsettling, cinematic, and unexpectedly beautiful.

For the first time, the project expands from a solo endeavor into a full five-piece live band.
Joined by Nashville musicians Seth West, Miles Price, Adam McMillion, and Ben Mercantel,
Parish reimagines Stuffed Spider's intricate collage of loops, samples, and electronics through a
sprawling arsenal of keyboards, drums, guitars, and more. The result is a powerful live
experience that is part experimental concert, part multimedia spectacle that adventurous
audiences won't want to miss!

GLOBAL EDUCATION CENTER (Studio A)

Faulty Premise | Seth Nathan Green

Live Show Cast: Elizabeth Berry, Dillon Davis, Seth Nathan Green, Mick Khoury, and
Anne Veal

Directed by Josh Ickes

Sunday, July 26 between 1PM-3:30PM

Faulty Premise is an Actual Play show (a la Dimension 20, Critical Role, etc.) that uses a bold,
original tabletop role-playing game (TTRPG) created by beloved local actor and comedian Seth



Nathan Green. Five of Nashville’s finest improvisers sit at the game table, roll dice, and concoct
wild, compelling character-driven stories together. While traditional TTRPGs have one
Gamemaster narrating, Faulty Premise introduces unorthodox game mechanics to randomize
who is directing the story, resulting in truly unique (and hilarious) stories rooted in deep
collaboration and shared ownership. In true utopian spirit, this experience is an egalitarian
experiment in storytelling that shakes up your usual RPG.

The full Faulty Premise experience includes pre-recorded episodes that will be available for streaming
throughout Summer 2026 leading up to the live show. (Filmed episode cast includes: Christina Ashworth,
Elizabeth Berry, Gabe Cyrus, Grant Collins, Dillon Davis, Seth Nathan Green, Mick Khoury, and Anne
Veal.)

Dance Studio Sharings | Works-in-Progress by Arelys Hernandez, Erika Hernandez &
Winston Harrison, Amanda Howard with co-creators, and Kaylee Lane
Saturday + Sunday, July 25-26 at 5PM

Catch these highly collaborative and dynamic new dance works-in-progress in the intimate
studio environment at Global Education Center. With wide-ranging styles that include
comedy-movement mash-ups by Amanda Howard and collaborators, heels dance led by Arelys
Hernandez, contemporary choreo by Kaylee Lane, and global forms in Erika Hernandez’s
collaboration with musician Winston Harrison, this dance sampler gives a sneak peek into what
some of Nashville’s most exciting choreographers are dreaming up. Be among the first to see
these new pieces and share in the creative process with the artists.

Embodied Creativity Workshop | McKay House & Carley Haggerty
Saturday, July 25 from 12PM-2PM

Led by performance superstars McKay House and Carley Haggerty, Embodied Creativity is an
ongoing series of workshops that combines improvised play and creative expression in
community, originally developed with Unscripted. The highly interactive workshop makes its
Kindling debut, blending comedic and dance improvisation to prompt you to get in touch with
your creativity and a "yes" mentality. Whether you’re an experienced performer or simply looking
to unleash your creative spirit, this workshop invites anyone eager to play and discover new
ways of expressing themselves to join. All levels and physical abilities are welcome.

RICHLAND PARK

Community Frolic: An Outdoor Workshop | Amanda Cantrell Roche
Sunday, July 26 at 11AM (Rain plan: event moves to Global Education Center)

Dance community leader Amanda Cantrell Roche leads this fully participatory, outdoor
movement workshop, prompting participants to consider and express what feelings, concepts,
and attributes they would include when building a utopic world together. Using these responses
as inspiration to guide movement, Amanda will lead participants in structured improvisational
movement exercises such as flocking practice that allows for shared leadership and personal



expression. The engaging hour-long event will end in an improvisational jam, inviting
participants to come together in an unofficial “performance,” embodying their own communal
utopia through movement. This workshop is accessible to all levels and physical abilities. No
dance training needed to participate.

THE BACK BAR AT VERNA

The Queerest Comedy Show | Griffin Bohn & Bec Groner
Friday + Saturday, July 24-25 at 9:30PM

Fast-paced, quick-witted, and gayer than you can possibly dream, The Queerest Comedy Show
is here to showcase some of the finest local LGBTQIA+ talent. This rowdy, late-night offering at
the Back Bar at Verna is sure to snatch more than a few wigs and prompt at least three
gay-gasps as a delightfully subversive smorgasbord of quirky improv, relatable stand-up, and
outlandish drag numbers queer the intimate space. Come turn up and get your daily dose of
rainbow-colored joy and have a gay old time.

Writers’ Gym Workshop with Simba Alik + Free Nashville Poetry Library Reading: Utopic
Friday July 24: Writing Workshop at 5PM + Reading at 6:30PM

Celebrate literary arts and the power of writing with the rad folks from The Free Nashville Poetry
Library and their Writers’ Gym program. Kick off your Festival Friday night with a writing
workshop led by poet and Kindling collaborator Simba Alik (Genderbend: Poetry into Film
Collaborations, The Naughty Tree), then grab a drink before the Free Poetry Library takes over
the space with an engaging reading by a host of talented writers and spoken word artists
including Simba, Simp Goddess, and more. Make plans to attend both parts, or just choose one
— it’s all up to you! Both events offer “pay-what-you'will” pricing, including free options.

Unscripted Improv: Festival Remix
Sunday, July 26 at 6:30PM

Our friends at Unscripted Improv are putting together the perfect cherry-on-top to your 2026
Festival experience: a hilarious, wild, and star-studded night of comedy at the Back Bar at
Verna. The evening’s line-up will be inspired by specific performances throughout the Festival,
with a mix of improvised acts, comedic sketches, and maybe even a lively musical number or
two thrown in! Close out your Festival with an extra dose of joy — and, after Unscripted’s
delightful “comedy digestif” has ended, you can dance your cares away at the Festival Wrap
Party in the same room!

2026 Festival Wrap Party
Sunday, July 26 from 8PM-10PM

Festival artists and audiences alike converge at the Back Bar at Verna for a send-off to the small
miracle that is Kindling Arts Festival 2026: Utopias. Come raise and glass and toast to our
incredible community of local artists, boogie with your fellow art-lovers, and gush about your
favorite expression of Utopias from the past four days. Free and open to all.



